Right-wing 

BNP win seat 
in Thurrock 


□ Tories cling on to 
power with ten wins 

□ Worry as far right 
make inroads 
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THE BNP has won a seat on 
Thurrock Council in a night 
of drama which left the 
Tories in control of the 
authority. 

The far right party, which field- 
ed candidates in every ward, won 
Tilbury Riverside as Emma 
Colgate took the seat from 
Labour. 

However, the Tories stay in 
power after winning ten of the 18 
seats up for election, with Labour 
getting six. 

The BNP last won a seat in 
Thurrock in 2004. 

Thurrock MP Andrew 
Mackinlay was concerned about 
the BNP’s foothold in Thurrock. 

The Labour MP said: “It’s wor- 
rying the BNP are doing relative- 
ly well.” 

Labour newcomer Sue Gray 


stepped into the shoes of veteran 
councillor Margaret Jones who 
held the Belhus ward for Labour. 

She said: “I would like to thank 
everyone for all their support. I 
won’t let you down.” 

Conservative Stephen Veryard 
retained his seat in Chafford 
South with a substantial win. 

The cabinet member was 359 
votes clear of nearest rival, for- 
mer Labour councillor David 
Hooper. 

Mr Veryard said: “I’m quite 
happy, I was quietly confident. I 
will help ensure more cleaning 
and greening, more police com- 
munity support officers and help 
deal with some issues relating to 
youth services.” 

In her victory speech Emma 
Colgate said: “I’d like to thank all 
the voters and my campaign team 
who were out on the streets for 12 
hours a day. 

“The other councillors say they 
don’t want to work with me, well 
I don’t want to work with them. 

“This vote is also a message to 
the Labour Government.” 

Two well-known faces. 
Labour’s Gordon Gambier and 
the Tories’ Gareth Davies were 



■ BNP win - Emma Colgate 

both high profile casualties. 

The overall make-up of the 
council now is Conservative 24, 
Labour 22, Independent 2 and 
BNP 1. 






